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 “NCS Passes on Legacy-Building Partnership in Hidden Valley”
Catering and camp management company NCS Holdings Ltd, has sold its share of its Hidden Valley operation to joint venture partner and fellow landowner company, NKW Holdings.  The sale was finalised earlier this month after a 15-year mutually rewarding partnership between two of the country’s most successful landowner companies.

Mark Soipang, Director of NCS’ parent company the Anitua Group, confirms that the sale of its share in the Hidden Valley operation – which services the Wafi-Golpu mining project – had always been part of the initial agreement between NCS and NKW.  “The acquisition by NKW of our interest in NCS Hidden Valley Ltd marks a significant milestone in our relationship with the landowners of the Hidden Valley mine. When this relationship commenced 15 years ago, it was the intention of both NCS and NKW to work together over time to position NKW as an established business partner with the developer of the mine.”
NCS was an obvious choice as a JV partner for the Hidden Valley operation because of its knowledge and prior experience of setting up catering and camp management operations to service resource companies.  NCS continues to enjoy a reputation of considerable capacity to build local expertise, especially in remote communities where training and educational opportunities and infrastructure are severely limited. 

Harmony Gold, the Hidden Valley operation’s client, is described by Daniel Kaima, CEO of the Anitua Group, as being supportive of the sale, in particular the successful changeover to a 100 percent locally owned business.  He cites the seamless transition in terms of client service delivery as being exceptional and is confident NKW will continue to meet the expectations of the developer.  

Hidden Valley was NCS’s third operation servicing the mining sector, following on from Kainantu and Lihir, the company’s birthplace.  The strategy of forming joint ventures with other landowner companies has worked well for NCS for more than 20 years, enabling the company to expand throughout PNG and also service the oil and gas sector.  
NCS Director, Ben Misren, describes the sale of NCS’s Hidden Valley operation as another significant achievement for the Anitua Group, as well as evidence of the credibility and importance of the landowner model in PNG’s business landscape.  “Not only has NCS expanded and diversified, we have been instrumental in helping other landowner companies do the same.  Moreover, when it comes to landowner companies like NKW, we have helped them evolve to the stage where they no longer need us and this should be both commended and celebrated.  The sale of our share in Hidden Valley and hence the drawing to a close of the NCS-NKW business relationship is a landowner company success story and testimony to the validity of landowner companies, including their contribution to PNG’s sustainable development.”

The Hidden Valley operation commenced in 2004 with just six staff, none of whom were local hires.  Today, there are 150+ staff with the overwhelming majority (i.e., 98 percent) being locals.  Significantly, after 15 years of considerable and ongoing investment in technical and management training, as well as a multitude of additional programs focussing on literacy, numeracy and various soft skills, the Hidden Valley operation is now staffed by what NCS General Manager, Romeo Robinson, refers to as “catering and camp management professionals”.   Further noting that “the skills legacy the NCS-NKW joint venture has left behind can be exported to other NKW operations for commercial advantage.” 

Importantly, the end of the NCS-NKW joint venture relationship brings considerable benefit to local landowners both in the highlands of Morobe Province’s Hidden Valley, as well as on the far away island of Lihir in New Ireland Province.   

To learn more about Anitua and its catering and camp management business NCS:  www.anitua.com.pg
[IMAGES & CAPTIONS]

Image 1: NCS-NKW Group Image
Caption 1:  Three NKW Directors (L) seal the deal for the sale of NCS’ share in the Hidden Valley catering and camp management operation with (From R to L), Anitua CEO Daniel Kaima, NCS Director Ben Misren and long-term Anitua Director and former Chair Mark Soipang.
Image 2:  NCS Group Training
Caption 2:  Capacity building other landowner companies such as NKW, especially in remote communities, has enabled Anitua to play a role in PNG’s development.  A considerable investment in staff training has been key.
	For additional information please contact:

	● Madeleine Arek
	Marketing Assistant,  Anitua
	madeleine.arek@anitua.com.pg
	P: (+675) 9864633 

	● Linda Van Leeuwen
	PR Consultant, Savii Solutions
	linda@saviisolutions.com.au

	P/WA: (+61)407994890



